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their limits, and, generally, in defiance of their
authority. To say, therefore, that the morality de-
pends upon the survival of the 'metaphysical theory,
seems to me to be inverting the true relation,

I "end by suggesting what is to my mind
the true moral of these speculations. The vanity
of philosophising means the vanity of certain
philosophical pretensions; of the chimerical belief
that the philosopher lays down the first principles
of belief in ethics or in other departments of life,- in
such a sense that the destinies of the race or of
knowledge depend upon accepting and applying
his principles, His function is a humbler one,
though one of vast importance. The great philo-
sophical systems have vanished, though they have
cleared the air. They were primitive attempts at
construction; results of the fact that we have to act
before we can think; and to assume postulates which
can only be verified or falsified by the slow ex-
perience of ages. But the process by which truth is
advanced is not confined to the philosopher; or perhaps
we should rather say that some sort of crude philo-
sophy is embedded even in the feeblest and earliest
speculations of mankind. Our thoughts are guided
by an implicit logic long before we have even a con-
ception of logic in the abstract, or have the least
thought of codifying and tabulating its formulae, So